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Like the rest of Mt Pleasant, the Farmers Market has seen a lot of changes in the last 10 years.  From
humble beginnings in a lake of liquefaction two weeks after the Feb 22 earthquake, to the buzzing
market on the plaza in front of the Mt Pleasant Centre, the market has become a valued and popular
feature of the community. 

A P R I L  2 0 2 1

The 500 Club

 

It was started by Tom Davies and Cam Brooker to fill the gap left by the closure of our two local
supermarkets. Over the years it has had to move several times to accommodate the building of the centre
- even moving down the road to the Coastal Pathway car park on two occasions.  Now, 500 markets later,
it has settled down in the plaza in front of the centre, with a recent expansion into the car park. One of
the advantages of being there is the ability to move inside if the weather dictates, making it the only
market with an indoor, all-weather option.

However, not everything has changed. We still have some of the traders, volunteers and buskers who
were there at the beginning. Fran from Volcano, Cam from Grown, Jock from Wilderness Fare are still
here 500 markets later. Volunteers such as Linda Rutland and Barbara Hampton can still be seen at the
MPCC General Store, and busker Mark Lane still plays for us. Our first customer, Colleen Beardsley, is
still a regular face at the market.   
On March 20th, this group were officially recognised as the founding members of the Mt Pleasant
Farmers Market 500 Club. In recognition of their loyalty and longevity, they were presented with a badge
by Tom Davies, and a special cake was made to honour the occasion.  Over the years there have been lots
of different stalls at the market.
As well as our three originals, the current line-up of regulars includes Euro Meats, Kirwee Bees honey,
Hope River Pies, ShortCrumb gourmet baking, Jerry and George artisanal bakers, Sumner Bay Fresh
pasta, Upbeet Kai plant based kai, Bangers 'n' Bacon, Red Snapper Fish, Peninsular Flowers, Ramharter
Organics, Kallisto Herbs, Thulane Eggs, South Lea Olive Oil, Emillio’s Cheese, Stancrdu jams and berries,
Le Rato granola and The Tea Garden. Together they provide our community with delicious, fresh, local
food. The friendly familiar faces, the melodic buskers and tasty Switch coffee from The Front Room Cafe
all go into making the Mt Pleasant Farmers Market experience as enjoyable on the 500th day as the first.

The long line for coffee at our very first market in 2011. The  Farmers Market is still thriving ten years on.
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Tēnā koutou katoa,
By the time you get this newsletter, we will have
already had two significant events, the Earthquake
Memorial Exhibition and the 8th Annual Estuary
Festival (more about both in this issue).
The Earthquake Memorial Exhibition gave us the
opportunity to reflect on what happened to us as
individuals, as a community and as a city 10 years
ago. It also provided us with the perspective of how
far we have come, the lessons we learned and has
shaped our focus for our futures.
The Estuary Festival also makes us think about our
unique environment and eco-systems and what we
need to do, as individuals and as a community, to
work towards a safe and healthy future for all. Both
of these events contain elements of learning from the
past and moving forward.
2020 was a challenging year in many ways and I hear
many people say they are glad it is behind us. How
we plan and look to the future can be shaped by both
good and bad experiences. Hopefully, we continue to
learn how to minimise the bad and optimise the
good.
Our community continues to work hard to provide
proactive, interesting and relevant ways to
contribute, enjoy and connect. You’ll be hearing a lot
more about our “Ways to WellBeing” where a wide
range of activities will be offered to promote well-
being.
We are also working towards providing more
opportunities from our centre to learn about our
estuary and the flora and fauna that are part of it.
Here’s to continuing to being a nurturing and
dynamic community! 
Each of us contributes and each of us gains through
this ever evolving process. Thanks for the part that
each of you play– it is much appreciated!
Ngā mihi nui,
Rebekah
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By Linda Rutland

As the 10th anniversary of the 2011 earthquake
approached I, as the past Mt Pleasant Earthquake
Recovery coordinator for the Mt Pleasant Residents
Association, felt compelled to tell the story of the
quakes and their effects on our community.
At the time of the February 2011 earthquake, the Mt
Pleasant community was very unprepared for such a
disaster. As a suburb with no village heart or gathering
spot, many people did not know their neighbours or
wider community. Due to our hill terrain, it was and
still is often difficult to meet your neighbours.
In early 2011 the Association, with a new committee,
was only just beginning to think about Disaster
Response. We were also working on modernising the
centre, so it was more appealing to use and open to
residents just dropping by and getting involved. We
were slowly creating a community email list and
rebuilding the website so that it spoke to more than
simply buildings for hire. 
However, the quake came before we were ready, and
the results were shocking. On the day of the 22nd Feb
earthquake, I was so thankful to witness the natural
organisation which sprang up at Mt Pleasant School to
assist people as night settled in. Shelter, food, and
water all became available and remained so for weeks. I
recall soon after the February earthquake hit the
Association attempted a survey to find out what help
people needed. 
When the results came in, it was shocking. There was
so much need and no one in much of a position to help
others. Our community was in complete disarray. It has
therefor been very satisfying personally now ten years
later to document, through the exhibition, just how far
we have come as a community. 

By connecting with others, we have
discovered skills and talents that
could be shared for the benefit of all
and in doing so enriched our
community life. Because of the
disaster we now have a much more
accessible community centre, a lovely
new school hall and an incredible
amount of community activity
occurring. We now have our village
heart – the Mt Pleasant Farmers
Market where we meet with our
friends and neighbours each Saturday.
I feel so lucky to live in such a
connected community. 
A huge thanks to the following people
who made the exhibition possible: Ali
Davies, Colleen Hendren, Tony
Aldridge, Marty Anderson, Di
Richardson and Lynne Ritchie for
their hard work on the display itself
and a special thanks to Annette
Thomson and Emlyn Wright for
sharing their earthquake story and
their daughter’s wonderful painting of
her uncle Owen Wright. 

While not a religious event at all we
were grateful to the Anglican Church
of the Ascension who signified the
importance of this earthquake with
the ringing of the church bells at 12.51
on February 22. The 2011 Earthquake
archive remains open for residents to
contribute items to and will
eventually be electronically
accessible. Please send any additions
to linda.rutland@xtra.co.nz 
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Mt Pleasant 2011 Earthquake Memorial Exhibition
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by Rebekah McCullough 

Since the beginning of the year we have had a few
changes in some of the roles and responsibilities of our
staff, so I wanted to take this opportunity to update
you.
As you may know, Kathy continues to do the e-news 
 and website updates for us from her new location in
the North Island. How wonderful, the joys of internet
and working remotely!
Jackie, who started with us last year as Financial
Administrator has also taken on the role of Volunteer
Coordinator. This will involve updating our volunteer
database and keeping track of volunteer hours as well
as getting to know the various volunteer roles (current
and new ones) and assisting with recruiting and
development.  Jackie will usually be in the office on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays and she is very keen to
get to know all of you so do pop in and say hello!
Kaye, who is our Bookings Coordinator (venue hire and
classes) is also making sure the timetables and social
media are kept up to date. If you would like to chat
about hiring one of our spaces, Kaye is usually in the
office on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
Kaye and Jackie are both volunteers for the Front Room
cafe so you may see them in there on a Saturday
morning.
Di continues to coordinate the markets as well as
activate and develop more opportunities for
community activities and marketing the Centre for a
wide variety of other uses (seminars, funerals,
workshops, meetings, parties, etc). 
Ruth continues to take care of the facilities and
building maintenance as needed.
Veronika and her team, Melissa, Lissy and Tracy and
some dedicated volunteers, continue to make the Front
Room a great place for good coffee and food as well as
socialisation and information. The Front Room is open
six days a week from 8.30am - 2pm.
The staff are a dedicated team doing their best so that
the Mt. Pleasant Community Centre continues to be a
vibrant and welcoming place to be. Please feel free to
pop in and say hello.
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Kathy    kathy.bartlett@mpcc.org.nz

Jackie    accounts@mpcc.org.nz

Kaye    admin@mpcc.org.nz

Di    market@mpcc.org.nz

Ruth 



What kind of person walks up and down all of the

streets of Mt. Pleasant mostly every 3 months for 8

years?! The answer is Tony Aldridge, a person who is

committed to our community and to learning from

the earthquake of 22 February, 2011. Tony is a

statistician who lived in Quarry Road in Mt. Pleasant

and experienced first-hand the devastation of the

earthquake. 

He tells us of talking with Linda Rutland at the time

who told him that a significant number of the homes

in our community were destroyed – about 1/3 of

them. The government information at the time stated

that we had 1 home destroyed in the Mt. Pleasant

area. Quite a difference and Tony’s curiosity,

compassion and skills turned into an investigation

and mapping exercise that has lasted for 10 years.

While Tony and his partner had to leave their home

and eventually moved to another city, his

commitment to Mt. Pleasant never wavered and he

continued to walk, observe, map and update his data

nearly every 3 months. An amazing effort and

achievement!

Tony gave his summary talk at our Earthquake

Memorial Exhibition on the weekend of the 10 year

memorial. He managed to combine a way of

remembering so many experiences and events as a

result of the earthquake with clear statistical

information that showed us, on a regular basis, the

damage, the repairs, the renovations and the rebuilds

in our community. This statistical analysis is also our

community’s amazing story. Tony surveyed 1,636

homes over this period. To date, 95% of the repairs

and 75% of the rebuilds have been completed since

the earthquake. 

Tony’s efforts have given us an

amazing record of how far we have

come in terms of rebuilding our homes

and our community. Thank you Tony!

We are pleased to announce that Tony

will be one of our speakers at our new

monthly community event “Speaker’s

Corner” on Wednesday 30th June from

7-9pm. 

For more information about Tony’s
work please go to
www.mpcc.org.nz and click on
“House Rebuild Survey” under the
“our Community” category.
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A Labour of Love



This sailing season has seen activity on the Estuary

increase significantly, with people participating in all

types of water sports ranging from kayaking to kite

surfing and dinghy sailing. While Mount Pleasant Yacht

Club (MPYC) has always had an active racing fleet and

well attended learn to sail classes which heads out on

weekends from September to May, this year has seen

numbers increase considerably. This year MPYC has

trialed a new adult learn to sail format with great

success. The program now has a longer format and

includes going out on a Sigrid trailer sailer to get those

new to sailing up to speed on how to sail before they

are introduced to the single handed Laser class. We also

run an advanced adult learn to sail program for those

wanted to move beyond the level 1 course. MPYC's

Junior learn to sail classes have also seen a boost in

numbers and while the format hasn't changed our

philosophy on focusing on having fun while sailing has

always been a successful recipe. We take kids from

their first learn to sail class right through the Yachting

NZ curriculum handbooks.The success of these classes

has also seen numerous learn to sail attendees move

into our racing fleet or joining in with our frequent

adventure sailing exploring the Estuary making sure

that very few, if any, boats are sitting idle. Alongside

the learn to sail attendees filling our racing fleet, we

have also seen a steady increase in sailers coming back

to the sport again or just joining MPYC boosting our

racing fleet numbers considerably. So whether or not

you're an old hand at sailing or you're new to sailing

(junior or adults), why not come down to Scott Park and

have a chat to some of the club members around joining

up to the Mount Pleasant Yacht Club. Come and enjoy

this great asset we have on our front door - Avon and

Heathcote Estuary/Ihutai.
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MP Yacht Club



MT  PLEASANT WALKING  GROUP 

From a gentle stroll around the Estuary and local

coastline, to Kaiapoi Island - Ashley Rakahuri Regional

Park - the Heathcote Towpath - the Crater Rim Walkway

- Ohoka Stream and Rail Trail - Mt Cavendish and the

Gondola Track and exploring Tuahiwi, this year's weekly

walks have given us plenty of exercise on a wide variety

of terrains. There's been something for everyone in our

two walking groups.A recent walk from the top of Mt

Pleasant Road, took us up Broadleaf Lane and across the

track to Mt Cavendish. The day was cloudy, the view was

changeable – but the wind! It blew and blew. Crossing to

the narrow track that climbs up to the back of the

Gondola building, we encountered such strong winds that

made us hang on to our walking poles and grab onto

nearby clumps of tussock. A tumble down the steep banks

into Lyttelton from here would not be a pleasant

experience! With a gasp of relief, we rounded the

sheltered side of the building and made our way indoors

for a well earned coffee. Soon it was time to head off

along the John Britten track (now in warm sunshine) to

view the sweep of Pegasus Bay from the Plane Table. But

oh! Someone had removed from the plane table, the brass

plaque that identified the distant mountain! It was a

morning of varied experiences.

Earlier this month we took a walk through the Ohoka

Bush, alongside the nearby stream. Thisarea, near the

Friday Ohoka market site, follows meandering pathways

through native bush. Once a busy place of flax mills and a

bustling township, Ohoka has changed over its history. In

the early days it had flour mills, tanneries, a fellmongery

and a wool scour. Today it offers a peaceful scene of

gentle beauty. We enjoyed the beautiful roses spreading

down the laneway of the Rail Trail area that once

connected Ohoka to Kaiapoi. A pleasant, restful walk as

we enjoyed the whimsical artistic creations along the

way.

Our weekly walks offer opportunities to explore new

areas, keep up a degree of fitness and spend time with a

group of friendly people. On Tuesday and Thursday

mornings we depart from Mt Pleasant Community Centre

at 9:30am, ready to enjoy the next couple of hours

walking, talking and drinking coffee. Copies of current

programmes are available.
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Walking Group



Enjoy a few photos from Estuary Fest 2021 - another successful event with a great atmosphere and an
awesome crowd. Thank you to all who attended and especially to our many volunteers! Thinking about next
year already - if you have any feedback, ideas or if you would like to be involved in planning the next one
please email estuaryfestchch@gmail.com
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Thanks for coming to Estuary Fest 2021!
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We are introducing a new community

event called “Speaker’s Corner” starting

in April. It will be held on the last

Wednesday of the month and will usually

be an evening event (7-9pm). It is an

opportunity for our community to meet,

listen, learn and discuss interesting

topics from interesting people.We are

delighted that our local Banks Peninsula

MP, Tracey McLellan will be our

inaugural  “Speaker’s Corner”  guest on

28th April.   Lyn Cotton, director of JOLT

(www.joltdance.co.nz) will be our speaker

on 26 May and Tony Aldridge is

confirmed for 30 June, to share his House

Rebuild project (which you can find on

www.mpcc.org.nz)  We’ll have lots more

information on our speakers and the rest

of the line up so look our for more

Speaker’s Corner news.

Speaker's Corner



Last year Mario Cvetkoski was Dux at Linwood Collage at

Ōtākaro. It was an impressive achievement considering

what an unusual and difficult year it had been. He also

managed to receive an overall Excellence Endorsement in

his Level 3 NCEA grades, having studied calculus, physics,

chemistry, English literature and visual arts in his final

year of high school. 

We caught up with Mario to find out how his transition to

studies at university was going, and to discuss what he was

hoping for further down the winding river of his education.

Mario is currently studying at the University of

Canterbury, enrolled for a Bachelor of the Product Design.

We asked him how he was finding the transition. “I’m really

enjoying the lectures, but they are definitely much more

intense than high school classes. An important aspect to

uni is that in uni you form your own timetable and have to

manage all your time yourself, while in high school all of

that was roughly done for you, so it has been a bit of a

shock to the system getting used to this level of time

management.” 

“I have always wanted to go to university, but for what

exactly has changed. My earliest ideas were between

computer science and mechanical engineering, as I quite

enjoy science and computers. But slowly I released I

wanted to do something more creative as I got more

invested in the arts, almost doing a complete 180 to

consider studying Fine Arts. The only issue with that

pathway is that I still love sciences, so that is how I settled

on Industrial Product Design as it a blend of creativity and

engineering, the best of both worlds for me. It was also an

easy choice as I was already exposed to product design

from my summer job at an engineering company, so I knew

what it foretold.”

school has definitely helped me at Uni

where everything is self-motivated. My

confidence in my ability to learn has only

been strengthened since.” LCŌ principal,

Richard Edmundson, often uses the analogy

of a braided river when talking about

learning at Linwood College. We asked

Mario if this was an apt description for his

learning experiences in the school.

“Learning at Linwood college definitely does

feel like a braided river where there are

many pathways, but they all flow down in

the general direction. When I was at

Linwood, I mainly took Science,

Mathematics, English, and Visual Arts to

keep my options broad for when I finished.

Highschool is quite good in the way that

you can slightly specialise in what you are

interested in without going too far, the

river will merge back together, and this is

important as it doesn't cut off that many

options, as many students like me will

change their mind during their time at

school." 

We finished up our conversation on the

topic of changes he hopes for by the time he

graduates. “As my degree is a 3-year course

I hopefully will be graduating at the end of

2023, and the biggest change I would like to

see is a greater bond form between our

community and the University. During my

final year at Linwood Collage at Ōtākaro

some new systems were put in place such as

the Uni Mentorship program where 2nd and

3rd year Uni students came and mentored

us year 13s, and some university professors

also came to inform us about how Uni

operates which was invaluable. But I would

like to see even more. This is because

university is such a large beast in

comparison to high school that I, and many

of my peers, have had a shock to how

different of an environment it is. I think

that education is one of the most important

things in society, so it would be great to

break down any barriers that may turn

people off from obtaining a higher

education.”
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Discovering a Blend of
Creativity and Engineering

Mario has been a student

during some unprecedented

times in Canterbury, capping

off his senior year during a

global pandemic. “Learning

throughout the pandemic

certainly helped in making me a

more self-motivated learner

where I know I can teach myself

new material. That experience

during my final year of high 



Although Covid-19 had an impact on our regular meetings throughout 2020, it is great to be able to report

that this year we are off to a healthy start (slightly later, due to a Level 2 blip) and with a growing

membership list that we need to monitor closely at present.   We meet on the third Monday morning (at

10:30am) of each month at the Mt Pleasant Community Centre.  

This is the time when an interesting speaker presents a challenging and inspiring lecture that always

provides new learning.  There is also an opportunity to ask questions and receive relevant feedback.     Here

are the lecture details for the next few months: 

Monday 19th April        Frieda Looser 

Lecturer, Historian and Traveller                                          “Northland – The Cradle of New Zealand History” 

Monday 17th May          Prof. Alex Tan 

HoD of Political Science and International Relations                                                       “Post Trump America”   

Monday 21st June          Andrew Trevelyan  

General Manager Communications and Engagement, Otakaro Ltd                           “Central City Developments”

Monday 19th July           John Minto 

Political Activist                                                                                                      “Championing the Underdog”

In addition to these monthly lectures, we provide a large number of Interest Groups, which offer a wide

range of opportunities for visits, tours, learning and new friendships. Possibilities include Cycling, Cafe

Groups, Book Discussion Groups, Geology/Botany, Canterbury History, Armchair Travel, Garden Group and a

number of DVD Lecture groups that often meet over a shared meal.   These groups have their own meeting

timetables and run regular programmes that gather in a variety of settings and sizes.

U3A Pegasus News
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This friendly drop in group runs from 10am

- midday on Thursdays for preschoolers and

their grownups.  

This community-run playgroup is a

collaborative effort and your help setting

up and packing away the toys is greatly

appreciated. We have heaps of toys like a

slide, musical instruments, balls and play

kitchen and there's lots of space for kids to

run around rain or shine! A great place to

meet other local families. For more

information please get in touch with Di at

market@mpcc.org.nz or just pop in any

Thursday morning.

Playgroup is Back!
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Speedcubing is Here
Christchurch Speedcubers is New Zealand’s

original and best speedcubing club!

Speedcubing means solving Rubik’s cubes

and other cube-ish puzzles really, really

fast. Organised by speedcube.co.nz based in

Lyttelton, the club meets on the third

Sunday of each month from 1 - 3pm at the

Mt Pleasant Community Centre. The meets

are a combination of social time, relay

racing and competition practice. All abilities

welcome, but you'll get the most out of it if

you can already solve a cube! 

Sign up for news and info at

www.christchurchspeedcubers.com







P r o d u c e d  b y  M t  P l e a s a n t  R e s i d e n t ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  &
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e

3  M c C o r m a c k s  B a y  R o a d ,  M t  P l e a s a n t    p h o n e  3 8 4  1 6 5 6
 

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M o n  -  F r i  9 a m  -  2 p m
C A F E  H O U R S  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  2 p m

 
E - n e w s  s i g n  u p  a n d  a l l  c l a s s  a n d  e v e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n :

w w w . m p c c . o r g . n z
F i n d  u s  o n  f a c e b o o k / M P M C C R A I


