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The Mt. Pleasant Memorial Community Centre and Residents Association Inc. (MPCC) is one of only two
community centres in Canterbury owned by their Residents Associations. Our first community centre was
built in 1953 at the same time that our Resident's Association was established. It was part of the government
scheme to commemorate those who had served in WWII. Instead of building a memorial gate or statute, the
Mt. Pleasant community negotiated with the Christchurch City Council to utilise their funding towards the
building of a community hall. Those involved believed that having a hall would promote connection through
having a place to congregate, run activities and meet up. The hall also provided a source of income as it was a
rentable space for dances, parties and concerts as well as providing some regular classes and community
activities. This foundation of community and connection is a significant point of difference, of which we are
very proud.

Our Farmers Market was started and is still thriving. The Blue Room offered a place to get information, share
concerns and socialise, which was vital as our community recovered. In 2016 our new centre opened and it
continues to be an evolving and developing part of the fabric of Mt. Pleasant.

This article continues on page 2.

Mt. Pleasant - Past and Future
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The exterior and interior of the previous community centre. 

Until the earthquake, the MPCC ran a
small number of classes and hired out the
hall as required. Regular AGMs were held
and the core business was supported by
membership to the MPCC.
This all changed when the earthquakes
occurred in 2011. While our building was
beyond repair and had to be demolished,
the upwelling of support and care was
incredible. A wide range of people
reached out and helped one another
through this challenging time. Our
committee, volunteers, neighbours,
family, friends and complete strangers all
contributed to strengthening our
commitment to building back our
resilient community. 



N

A strong sponsorship and membership drive enabled
us, once again, to continue to own and operate our
centre (albeit with a loan and several grants) and, as
importantly, to continue to develop our community,
our connections and our resilience. We now operate
on a social enterprise model. This means that any
income is directed back into our community. We
currently have 50+ classes that operate weekly at our
centre and the venue is hired out most weekends for
weddings, birthday parties and other social events.
We run a number of weekly community events
including our playgroup, working bee in our
community garden, craft group, Singers, Ways to
Wellness series as well as our annual Estuary Festival
and Matariki celebration.
Our Farmers Market just celebrated its 10th birthday
and our Front Room café is developing into our
community hub as well as continuing to provide
great coffee and food. The Farmers Market and the
Front Room continue to be our most popular
“bumping’ spaces – great places to meet friends,
socialise and connect. The sense of ‘belonging’
because of these two aspects of our centre was
highlighted in our most recent survey.
Mt Pleasant has about 1400 homes and we have
approximately 300 members (many of these are
families or couples). Here are some good reasons for
being a member:

· You will be contributing to the on-going
development of a range of community activities
· You will be able to participate in our AGM and other
meetings and have your say about what is important
to you for our community.
· You get a 10% discount for venue hire over $100.
· You will be invited to attend members only
activities (e.g. thank you bbq, wine club (new), etc.
· You’ll get to meet some great people and they’ll get
to meet you!

If you'd like to become a member, fill out the form
on page 16 or do the whole thing on our website
www.mpcc.org.nz/membership
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Independence and
Interdependence Cont...
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What an amazing Autumn we have had! I hope that
you found some time to enjoy the warmth and
sunshine while it lasted. It does seem that winter is
upon us now, especially as it gets dark so early.
As some of you know, we conducted another survey
this year (last one was done in 2018) as one of the
ways to get some feedback from you about our
centre and the work we are doing. 108 people
contributed to this survey so we are very pleased
about that. Thanks to all who contributed!
I wanted to share a couple of the graphs and a bit of
a ‘snapshot’ about some of the survey information.
We will be organising a community consultation to
futher discuss and develop the survey results and
recommendations. We’ll let you know as soon as a
date has been set.
As you will see below, our community centre is used
regularly with a majority of those who filled out the
survey visiting weekly.

The activities and events that bring people to our
centre are listed in the graph below and it is great to
see that our Farmers Market and Front Room Cafe
continue to be great well utilised and enjoyed.

While there is already a lot going on,
some of the good ideas about more
activities and events to consider
included:

· Well-being classes - Tai Chi, Pilates and
Meditation
· Languages – Te Reo Māori and NZ Sign
Language
· Community Social Nights – Movie
nights, sport on the big screen nights,
Quiz nights, Open Mic nights, Games
nights
· Sustainability options – Climate change
watch group, horticulture, landscape
design, permaculture, Swap meets (plants
& clothes) Sharing tools, trailers, rides up
the hill
· Events – Dances, Concerts, Poetry
Reading, Theatre

Thanks to all of you who participate,
contribute and enjoy our centre and our
community.
It doesn’t happen without you!

Ngā mihi nui,
Rebekah
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President's Musings
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Mt Pleasant Tennis Club, at 11 Quarry
Road, with its unsurpassed setting on
lower St Andrew's Hill, is a friendly,
well-supported club of enthusiastic
folk. Our four courts are surfaced
with Rebound Ace Synpave and
because of the location, often
sheltered from buffeting winds. Ideal
for wintry days and easy carparking,
too.
The club offers year round tennis for
adults with casual Tuesdays from
10am, Thursday afternoons from
3.30pm and the usual Saturday
afternoons at 1pm, followed by
morning or afternoon teas in our
modern clubhouse. The socialising is
as important as the tennis, after all.
New players are always welcome! For
more info, check the website:
mtpleasanttennis.org.nz

Our coach, Andrew Falck is available
to assist you to develop areas of
weakness. His contact details are:
andrew.falck@canterburytennis.co.nz
or 02102320143

 
Love Tennis 

Sunday, 19 September 10-4pm

Come and join us for a fun-filled
tennis day! Committee members will
be there to encourage you and your
family to whack some balls. We'd love
to see anyone keen to try the sport.

DOUBLE SERVE FOR THE COMMUNITY Ferrymead
Lions recently held their annual pea straw/organic
compost/fertilizer sale. The pea straw ends up on the
gardens of the local community and the funds raised
are returned to community groups for their good work
- a double serve in one go!!. The Lions much appreciate
the support of the community for these sold out sales.

FUN DAYS/NIGHTS Several fun/social occasions have
been successfully held for members and their families.
Watching the sun set from on top of Scarborough with
members dressed in bright colours to match. 
Did you know that if you help or become a member of a
Lions Club you are involved in the largest voluntary
organisation in the world. There are over 1.4 million
members around the world, in over 200 countries, who
are all helping the less fortunate. Clubs have different
ways of raising funds. If you are a country club, you
might sell logs as your main fund raiser. The Ferrymead
Lions Club relies on its pea straw sales for most of its
funds. Thanks to the wonderful support we have had in
our recent autumn sales we raised $5500.
Club members give a small donation to the Lions Club
International Fund (LCIF). In return, that fund will give
donations especially after a disaster like the
Christchurch earthquake. Locally, Ferrymead Lions
gave $3000 towards the refurbishment of the MPCC
rebuild and the LCIF gave a further $10,000. Some of
our recent donations have been to Camp Quality at
Living Springs, where they run a camp for children with
cancer. Also we contribute to the Diabetes Foundation
and we also support the Children's School Music
Festival at the Town Hall. We always welcome new
helpers and members for our club, so that we can carry
on supporting the Lions Foundation.
Please contact: Bernie Godden 020 41336921 or Ann
Newsom 03 3849130
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Lions Club Update Tennis Club News
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by Jocelyn Papprill 

The regular Thursday morning working bees at the
garden have been ticking along well with a lovely group
of regular volunteers supporting me as coordinator.
Prue, Sandra, Caroline, Charles and Ali all volunteer
their time, energy and knowledge when they can and
Barbara from across the street mows the area when she
sees it needs TLC. Pierrette and Gigi not only come
along with great enthusiasm on most Thursday
mornings but they also undertake the regular watering
required. I can't thank them enough for taking on that
task as I also have to attend the watering of my own
extensive home garden! Thanks also go to Ian who very
kindly sharpened all our garden tools hence making our
work much easier!
From my perspective it is always a delight to spend

time with other gardeners; we learn new skills from

each other & chat about all sorts of things. Politics to

plants all on the discussion agenda! And, there's always

the treat of coffee & cake in the cafe at the end of a

volunteering session. 

Recent working bees saw the donated tyres placed in

position and filled with soil (kindly donated by Mitre 10

Ferrymead) then planted out with winter veges. The

next major winter task will be pruning the fruit trees

and raspberry canes ready for a good productive

season next year. 

During winter the volunteer working bees will still be

on Thursday but what we do and how long they go for

each week will be weather dependent. At some stage I

will look to hold a weekend working bee to get the

pavers laid & wood cut last year chopped up. I'd also

appreciate anyone keen to propagate some seeds for

our garden so we have seedlings ready for Spring

planting. 

Feel free to contact me if you'd like to volunteer or

support the community garden in some way M: 027 222

0395 or jocelyn@mpcc.org.nz 

Happy gardening!
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Our Memorial Community Garden
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The tire garden

Charles, Gigi and Pierrette

mailto:jocelyn@mpcc.org.nz


by Derek McCullough

I have often been asked why we call the café in the
community centre “The Front Room”.
It goes back to when we were first contemplating
having a café as part of the new development.
Consultation prior to building the centre indicated a
strong desire to create a community hub centred on
a café.
Initially the space was allocated as an art studio, but
for a variety of reasons it never eventuated. (The
eagle-eyed among you might notice the large tub in
the corner for washing brushes!)
The atmosphere that we wanted to create in the café was that of a place where you would

entertain guests in your own home. At that time there were a lot of people who were undergoing

repairs and rebuilds and didn’t have a front room to share, so we thought that was a suitable

name for our community café. This is reinforced by the historical photos on the wall that remind

them of some of the old front rooms they used to know on the hill.

A second aspect of being “The Front Room” is the feeling you get when sitting at the window in

the café with a coffee and a muffin. When the sun is out and the tide is in you definitely get the

feeling that you are in the front room with that view of the estuary.

The Front Room is getting busier as more and more people discover this little gem at the foot of

Mt Pleasant. To cater for this the association is proposing to weatherproof the deck outside so

that we have even more Front Room to enjoy, free of rain and that beastly easterly wind.

The recently completed survey emphasised how much users of the centre value having a café as

part of the community hub, a place where you can arrange to meet people “in the front room”.
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The Front Room

Matariki at MPCC
Join  us  at  one  of  our  favourite  community

celebrations  of  the  year!

Come  and  learn  about  the  stars  and  enjoy  dinner

together.  Kai  is  provided  by  the  community  centre

and  all  are  welcome.  If  you  have  any  special  dietary

requirements  please  let  us  know.  

 

Entry  is  by  paper  koha  at  the  door  .  Come  alone  or

bring  the  whole  family  to  this  warm  and  friendly

event.  If  you 'd  like  to  volunteer  to  help  on  the  night  -

please  get  in  touch  with  Di  market@mpcc.org.nz

 

Friday, July 2nd 5 - 8pm

mailto:market@mpcc.org.nz


A Ferrymead Rotary Update

A new look and new comforts are working wonders at

Our Lady Star of the Sea School library, in Sumner.

Ferrymead Rotary members Kathryn Tovgaard and

Debbie Wolff have made nine cushions for the children

to sit on. The cushions have been made in several

patterns, including Lego and Harry Potter designs.

And Ferrymead Rotarians are not finished yet. They are

planning to complete the new look by providing new

cube covers for the library seats.

The project arose at last year’s school prizegiving when

teachers put out a plea to brighten the library.

Ferrymead Rotary members at the prizegiving to

present community awards got the message, and the

club set to work.

“They have brightened up what is a somewhat dated and

drab library space,” said school principal Nathan

Burford. “I’m sure this will lead to far more engagement

by our children to bury themselves in a book and use

this space”.
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Cushions Brighten
School Library

Ferrymead Rotarian Kathryn Tovgaard and Our Lady Star of the
Sea School pupil Henry Hoogervorst give the new cushions a test
run.



MT  PLEASANT WALKING  GROUP 

Well clad, with warm woolly hats, gloves, water

proof jackets, strong walking shoes and the

occasional set of walking poles, our local walkers

have adapted well to the cooler mornings that

greet us now, on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Our

recent programmes have offered a wide variety of

locations to explore on foot, with many new sites

to discover and an appreciation of some favourites

as well.

The Willows Loop Track on the banks of the

Waimakariri River, Kaituna Valley to the Sign of the

Packhorse, Avonhead Park, Cemetery and

surrounds, Silverstream, A beach walk and hot pool

time in New Brighton, Tuahiwi Circuit, Avon River

Trail, Ohoka Stream and Bush, Kaiapoi Island Walk,

Whaka Terrace Track, Crater Rim Walkway and

Governors Bay to Allendale – all have added much

variety, challenge and interest to recent outings.

There is a good mix of hill and flat walks available

and of course the friendship, en route chat and

cafe time at the end of each walk are a big part of

each week.

The Christchurch Walking Festival, held during the

April school holidays, offered a full programme

over the two week period for adults and children.

Mt Pleasant Walking Group was able to contribute

three leaders of walks to this annual Christchurch

City Council holiday activity. We appreciate the

leadership, skill and commitment of Michelle Foate,

David Towns and Norma Hampton.

Further enquiries and programmes:

Judy 384-1269

Beverley 376-4960
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Walking Group

Sign of the Packhorse - Phew, we made it!

A pause on the John Britten track.

Following the leader along the Crater Rim 
Walkway.

Up the Drayton Reserve Track.



The Mount Pleasant Pottery Group

officially opened in their new club rooms

on Friday 2nd April 2021.

We were so pleased to welcome our

members and wider community to our new

rooms, this day has been a long time

coming!

Ruth Dyson generously came out of

retirement to do the honours. She has

been a supporter of our club for many

years and we were so happy to have her

with us to mark the occasion and cut the

red ribbon!

There was a very good turn out to the

opening event, and a steady stream of

visitors through our exhibition the next

day. Many people commented on the

diversity of the work, from pit fired

burnished orbs, to beautifully thrown

bottles, to raku fired roses. This is what is

so exciting about having new club rooms –

a long term space in which to try all sorts

of techniques!

Come and see us in The Redcliffs

Community Building on 136 Main Road.

New Members are always welcome at the

Mt Pleasant Pottery Group. If you would

like to give Pottery a try please take a look

at our Pottery Classes page on our

website. 

www.mtpleasantpottery.org.nz
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Mt Pleasant Pottery 

https://www.mtpleasantpottery.org.nz/
http://www.mtpleasantpottery.org.nz/


Predator Free Port Hills continues to grow in leaps and

bounds. There are now nearly 1000 households trapping on

the Port Hills. Our goal is 4000 households trapping by

2024. By restoring habitat and suppressing predators, we

can bring back our native birds, lizards and invertebrates

to backyards and neighbourhoods. Come and join us! We

have a new website www.predatorfreeporthills.org.nz

which shows our progress throughout the Port Hills and

Lyttelton Harbour. You can sign up as a household, map

your traps and log your catches.

To help people get started with backyard trapping, we

provide subsidised traps for sale and hold regular events

and workshops for trappers. We have a monthly stall at the

Mt Pleasant Farmers Market on the second Saturday of the

month. This is a great opportunity to buy a trap, get advice

and share successes. We are also looking for more

volunteers to assist with the stall so please get in touch if

you are keen to help.

There is always a spike in predator catches in autumn. As

we come into winter, catch numbers start to slow.

However, now is also a good time to catch those that are

getting hungry as food sources reduce over the cooler

months. So keep your traps baited and check them

regularly.

For the latest updates, follow us on Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/PredatorFreePortHills

For local queries, please contact the Predator Free Mt

Pleasant volunteer team on

mtpleasant@predatorfreeporthills.org.nz. 

Are electric cars ready and up to the

job?

What about the costs involved?

Can the grid handle the increased

load?

Have we just replaced one

environmental problem with another

one?

How does the situation in New

Zealand compare to other countries?

by Tom Rose

Electric cars now seem to be here to

stay, but will they eventually be able to

replace all those internal combustion

engines, or will they stay a niche option?

We'll explore the history of the electric

car and how we got where we are, and

then I'll address some of the key

questions people have about the

transition:

I'm afraid I do have a scientific

background so there will be some graphs

but don't let that put you off, and do

come armed with your own questions

which I'll attempt to answer!
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Get Started with
Backyard Trapping 

Mt Pleasant households already involved with backyard trapping.

Get Your Electric Car
Questions Answered 



Kia ora koutou. Greetings to everyone in our community.

Linwood HS-1954, Linwood College-1997, Linwood College

at Ōtākaro-2019, Te Aratai College-2022

We are in our last full year at our Avonside site, Linwood

College at Ōtākaro and I have had several walk-throughs of

Te Aratai College. These were inspiring and I want to

acknowledge again our architects, Architectus; our

construction company, Southbase; and the Ministry of

Education. Architectus and Southbase are the designers

and builders of a number of prominent Christchurch

buildings including the Central Bus Exchange and Tūranga,

the central library. We are fortunate to have such a team.

Te Aratai College is inspiring from the large, sunny student

centre to the 650 seated-occupancy in our theatre

standard auditorium. Also of note was how the outside

areas will be student-friendly, courtyards open to the sun

and shutting off the chilly easterly wind. It is a school

designed for community-whanaungatanga and kōrero-

conversation. In short, it is a school that reflects the new

name, Te Aratai College - pathway to the sea - for students

to see themselves being successful and being successful as

themselves.

All this arises from the extensive community consultation

that occurred over 2016 about what the community wanted

for their new school. The key summary point from this

extensive community voice was:

The school should nurture individual excellence by

providing varied opportunities to meet individual needs. It

should foster a ‘love to learn’ culture that returns high

levels of achievement and success at a cost that is

accessible for all.

Underpinning the above nurturing of individual excellence

is our foundational learning-design principle for Te Aratai

College. This is a responsive learning environment.

Unfortunately, education is full of jargon, some useful and

some waffle, but this is a useful term. 

The learning principle behind a responsive

learning environment is responsiveness to

the needs of the students at that moment.

Our classroom design is based on this. Yes,

there are times when learning can and

should be opened up into larger spaces but

equally, there are times for some students,

many students, when this is a learning

disaster. Therefore our classrooms are the

standard, time-honoured size but with the

flexibility to open up when this is the right

thing to do. Te Aratai College also has

smaller rooms for students who learn best

in reduced, very quiet environments, and

bigger spaces for larger student gatherings.

The building design has flexibility for staff

and students to respond to the many factors

that contribute to learning success, a

responsive learning environment.

However, as I have said a number of times

before and will keep saying, it is of course

true that buildings alone do not necessarily

improve education. The relationship with

the teacher - he tāngata, he tāngata, he

tāngata - and the personalisation of

learning are the two key factors for this.

However, there is also no doubt that new,

purpose-built buildings and spaces that

arise from community values and priorities

can contribute hugely to the student-

teacher relationship and the personalisation

of learning. 

In the first fortnight of term 3 our school

will be out and about in the community and

holding information evenings about the new

school. We look forward to continuing the

many positive conversations occurring

about 2022 and our community’s new

secondary school.

Ngā mihi,

Richard Edmundson

Tumuaki-Princpal

Linwood College at Ōtākaro

en@linwoodcollege.school.nz
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Hopes and dreams becoming
reality - Te Aratai College



With our monthly meetings at MPCC continuing to inspire people to question, share and discuss,

there has been much to talk about recently. In April, Frieda Looser (a history tutor, author and

tour leader) shared much about the Northland region – the cradle of New Zealand history. From

the Far North, to Hokianga and the Bay of Islands, this is a region covered by many important

archaeological and historic sites. Pre European settlement it was one of the most densely

populated regions of our country. By the early 19th century mission stations, the timber industry

and farming had changed much of the landscape. In May, Professor Alex Tan (HoD of Political

Science), a keen researcher and noted public speaker), held the audience in his hand, with his

challenging presentation on Post Trump America. There was much to ponder, check and consider

thoughtfully. Our upcoming speakers are:

Monday 21st June Andrew Trevelyan “Central City Developments” (General Manager

Communications and engagement, Otakaro Ltd)

Monday 19th July John Minto “Championing the Underdog” (Political activist, teacher, Halt All

Racist Tours)

Interest Groups
These continue to flourish and offer great opportunities for visits, sharing, learning and doing.

Recently we have added a Scrabble Group, which should provide good opportunities to gather in

small groups over the winter months.

Our Membership continues to grow - so much so, that we have had to put a cap on it for the

present. Due to the limitation of the size hall in the MPCC, we need to ensure that we stay within

capacity for our monthly meetings. If you are interested in joining please get your name and

contact details added to our waiting list.

For more information look at our U3A Pegasus website: www.pegasus.u3a.nz

U3A Pegasus News
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Book Discussion Group in ActionHouse Tour - Selwyn Huts



by Amy Caddie

Redcliffs Mt Pleasant Bowling club has had a busy
and successful finish to the summer season. The club
entered the centre's bowls 3x5 competition and won
the Canterbury title, we missed out at the regional
final to a very good Timaru team. Timaru will
compete in the televised national final in June. We
came so close to a trip to Wellington, a great effort
and result for our club.
Congratulations to our club champions for 2021
singles: Nicky Reed and Ricky Cook, pairs champions:
Amy Caddie and Margaret Scott, Ricky Cook and Bill
Rothwell. Triples champions: Jenny Olson Trish
Perkins Jo de Serier and Johnny Goodger, Bill
Rothwell Greg Reed. Fours Champions Amy Caddie,
Margaret Scott, Annabel Walmisley, Jo deSeriere,
and Peter Harris, Jim Keegan, Bruce Chee, David
Abernethy. Year 1 & 2 singles Rita Beesley and Peter
Eggeling and under 5 years singles Jo de Seriere and
Phil Connelly.
The summer months have been very busy hosting
social and corporate events that include having a go
at lawn bowls. More and more people are choosing
to include bowling with their team building and
social occasions. It's encouraging to experience the
rising popularity of our sport and very satisfying to
see so many people of all ages enjoying themselves
on our greens.
During the summer we held 3 tournaments to help
fundraise for our community. Cancer society daffodil
day and Prostate blue September and after
Christmas for Westpac rescue helicopter fund. We
received huge support from local businesses for
raffle prizes which helped with total funds raised.
Our club runs 12 months of the year because we have
an artificial green . The winter tournaments are full
and we have good turnouts for our Tuesday and
Thursday 1 pm.roll ups. Coaching continues on
Tuesday and Sunday morning . Learning to bowls in
the winter is a good time to get started with bowling
as there is less wind to contend with. A warm hat
and extra layer is all that's needed.
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Bowling Club Update

The McCormacks Bay Restoration Group,
coordinated by Inez and Myles, holds a
regular working bee the 3rd Sunday of
each month. Since the beginning of 2021
the group has been tending the plantings
done in Spring.  During one of our
working bees, Park Ranger Matt Rose had
us working as a chain gang bucketing
water from the stream to feed the
parched plants! You could almost hear the
plants sigh with relief; we're hoping for a
winter season with regular gentle rainfall
to give the recent plantings a good start. 
The volunteer afternoons run 2-4pm with
a good 20 minute break in the middle for
a cuppa and a bite of something yummy.
It's a friendly group, welcoming of anyone
keen to volunteer. If you would like to be
on the mailing list for the McCormacks
Bay Restoration Group, please email
Myles & Inez via mylsie@outlook.co.nz or
just turn up at 2pm on the 3rd Sunday of
each month - look out for the CCC Park
Ranger truck.

Restoring McCormacks Bay 

mailto:mylsie@outlook.co.nz
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Volunteering with MPCC
Vital to the success of everything happening at
the Mt Pleasant Community Centre are our
dedicated volunteers.
Some of our volunteers commit their time
weekly, or on a regular basis. They are a very
committed bunch! They often say how much
they enjoy the interaction with the public and
how they like to support the Community
Centre.
Our Farmer's Market volunteers even come in
the middle of winter on frosty mornings! They
run the General Store stall selling various
products like fish, newspapers and flowers.,
with all proceeds supporting the work of the
community centre. 
Even our Front Room Café runs with a
combination of paid and volunteer staff.
If you would like to join the team that helps
keep our community thriving, please get in
touch with Jackie in the office or email
accounts@mpcc.org.nz





P r o d u c e d  b y  M t  P l e a s a n t  R e s i d e n t ' s  A s s o c i a t i o n  &
C o m m u n i t y  C e n t r e

3  M c C o r m a c k s  B a y  R o a d ,  M t  P l e a s a n t    p h o n e  3 8 4  1 6 5 6
 

O F F I C E  H O U R S :  M o n  -  F r i  9 a m  -  2 p m
C A F E  H O U R S  M o n  -  S a t  9 a m  -  2 p m

 
E - n e w s  s i g n  u p  a n d  a l l  c l a s s  a n d  e v e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n :

w w w . m p c c . o r g . n z
F i n d  u s  o n  f a c e b o o k / M P M C C R A I


